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the simple " tao," as long as it is still a matter of
theory, but when harvest time comes and he looks
at his actual rice pile, he understands too late the
nature of his agreement. Miss Mayo gives the
actual figures from the account of a man who
borrowed from the landowner 90 pesos, and over
a period of nine years had paid back 1400 pesos
on the debt, but still owed 1600 !
I append below, as a footnote, a typical peonage
agreement.1
Peonage, we are told by its apologists, is not
slavery, but " debt bondage." The League of
Nations, however, refused to accept this euphemism,
but instead adopted Lord Cecil's proposal that
peonage should be regarded as a system of slavery
rather than a legitimate system of labour. " This
applies not only to domestic slavery but to all
those conditions mentioned by the Temporary
1 e< I, Maximina Capistrano, widow and of advanced age, native
of this pueblo of Angat, having Cedula No. 240121, declare before
those present, D. Pedro Otayco and D, Antonio Mendoza, likewise
residents of this pueblo, that I owe Dna. Filomena Vergel de DIos,
also of this pueblo, the sum of forty pesos that I spent for my
children : and as I have no means of paying said debt, I have agreed
to hire to the said Vergel that one of my children, named Florentina,
for which service she (Vergel) will allow four pesos the first year,
beginning this date, and for the second year there is to be an in-
crease of half a peso. The third year she will allow five pesos, and
the fourth year six pesos, and thus until the debt is cancelled. But
if perchance the girl should be unable to do the work, or should
run away or die, then I may pay in money what remains of the d^bt;
or, if I should not have the necessary money, then I will dispose of
the services of another child of mine, or otherwise of my own. But,
if God should take rny life, then she (Vergel) or any one authorised